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Dear Readers,  

Wish you a very Happy New 

year; better late then never! 

May God bestow all the best 

on you!  

This issue contains many an-

cient scientific theorems in 

unambiguous terms that are 

equivalent to those of modern 

science.  

In the Ancient Science section,  

PLEASE DONôT FAIL TO 

READ ABOUT HIGGS 

BOSON AND COMMENTS 

ON IT BY VEDSRIôS RE-

SEARCH TEAM.  

An article on Astronomy in 

vaedhas and another on the 

origin of vaedhic scripts may 

excite you. 

The simple mathematical rid-

dle that is easily solvable by 

the present day mathematical 

equations should interest you 

because of its rendering in the 

form of a story that is a typical 

problem presenting mathe-

matical profession.  

Dr.Avadhanulu has described 

in his expert article the so-

called superstring theory being 

contemplated by the contem-

porary cosmologists and 

physicists, citing that this the-

ory already exists in our an-

cient scriptures.  

Jyesht Verman in his lecture to 

WAVES (Wider Association 

for Vedic Studies) in its con-

ference explains the effective 

methods (given in vaedhas) of 

maintaining law & order of the 

nation. 

P.V.N.Murthyôs article on his 

earlier birth as a Rishi teach-

ing basic theorems in science 

to gurukul students of vaedhic 

period is hoped to be enter-

taining and informative. 

Chinnuôs real life experience 

of encounter a ghost that at-

tacked him to near death may 

scare you. 

You may note in the VEDSRI 

news that your editor 

P.V.N.Murthy has been 

elected as the Secretary Gen-

eral for Gova, Maharashtrað

Mumbai chapter of the 

WAVES, the India part of the 

World Association of Vedic 

Studies (Inc.in USA)  

This Mumbai branch is plan-

ning to organize an interna-

tional seminar on óAncient 

Scientific Wisdomô during 

mid-April this year. Your co-

operation and participation is 

also solicited. 

ENJOY READING!  

Ancient Scientific Wisdom                                              15 January 2012                                                                  

 

EDITOR SPEAKS 

TO YOU 

ON THIS ISSUE 

COMING 

SOON! 

ASW IN 

THAMIZH 

AS  



 4 

ÅAstronomy in Ancient Indhi-

yan literature. 

Å Prominent Ancient Indhiyan 

astronomers. 

Å Kal-Chakra. 

Å Important Hindu eras. 

Å Hindhu Zodiac & Nakshatra 

system. 

Å Vernal Equinox. 

Hindhu months 

Å Intercalary month -- Adhik-

masa. 

  Å Orbiting planets. 

  Å Glimpses of Aryabhatiya. 

  Å Astronomical instruments. 

  Å Kerala School of Astron-

omy. 

  Å References 

Ancient Indhiyan astronomy, 

like all ancient astronomies, 

belongs to the period before 

the discovery of the telescope. 

The experimental data then 

consisted mainly of painstak-

ing visual observations of the 

sky over long periods of time. 

This section starts with astro-

nomical references in ancient 

Indhiyan literature. This is fol-

lowed by brief information 

about ancient Indhiyan as-

tronomers and their works. 

The next few topics deal with 

enumerating large time inter-

vals, the yugaas, introduction 

to Hindhu eras, the Zodiac, 

stars and star clusters as un-

derstood by the early Hindhus 

and the vernal equinox and its 

retrograde motion. The ration-

ale of Hindhu system of 

months based on the motion of 

the moon, and its correspon-

dence with the presently fol-

lowed system of solar months 

is also discussed. 

The next topic tells about the 

concept of Adhikamasa or ex-

tra month, which occurs every 

33 months, to see that the lu-

nar months do not go out of 

step with the seasons. It also 

elaborates on the unique Thithi 

and Nakshathra information 

on any day, which tells several 

aspects regarding the position 

of sun and moon in the Zo-

diac, about the tides, the rising 

and setting of the moon etc., in 

contrast to the modern 'date', 

which gives no additional in-

formation at all. The next item 

gives some information about 

planetary orbits as revealed in 

Aryabhatiya, the well known 

work of the famous Indhiyan 

astronomer Aryabhata and 

from some other works. Then 

follows a brief description of 

early Indhiyan astronomical 

i n s t r u m e n t s .  F i n a l l y ,         

some great astronomers from 

Kerala, belonging to the pe-

Ancient Scientific Wisdom                                              15 January 2012                                                                  

ANCIENT SCIENCE 
ASTRONOMY ASTRONOMY   

BYBY  

PROF.MOHAN APTE, DR.P.R.K.RAO AND DR.N.K.JOSHIPROF.MOHAN APTE, DR.P.R.K.RAO AND DR.N.K.JOSHI   



 5 

riod 900-1500 A.D., and their 

important contribution to 

Indhiyan astronomy are dis-

cussed. 

ASTRONOMY IN AN-

CIENT INDHIYAN LIT-

ERATURE 

Antiquity of sky observation. 

The passage of Saturn and 

Mars through the head of the 

constellation, Taurus is called 

Rohini Shakat Bhed. It was 

supposed to bring disaster on 

earth. This event is mentioned 

in many Sanskrit scriptures.     

The head of the Touras is like 

a reverse triangle with Alde-

baran at one of the corners. 

Orbits of Saturn and Mars in-

tersect the ecliptic at two dif-

ferent points called nodes. The 

nodes have retrograde motion, 

The nodes of Saturn complete 

one circle in 40,000 years, 

while those of Mars in 50,000 

years. 

The mention of the Rohini 

Shakat Bhed in the ancient 

Sanskrit literature indicates 

that Hindhus were familiar 

with the motion of planets in 

the sky at least 5,000 years 

before the present. Saturn 

passed through Rohini Shakat 

in 3200 B.C. and Mars much 

earlier to that. Oh' Sun, When 

the demon Svarbhanu (Rahu) 

enveloped you by his shadow, 

the whole world was seen as if 

all the people have forgotten      

their position and looked to be 

stunned. The sage Atri could 

locate the sun which was      

covered with darkness by 

Svarbhanu. Nobody else could 

do that. 

Eclipse not caused by Rahu      

-- Laila  

However, Lolla (700 A.D.) 

expresses a scientific view. 

People at different places of 

earth see different parts of the 

sun as eclipsed. At some 

places eclipse is not visible at 

all. When this is under-stood, 

who can say that eclipse is 

caused by Rahu? 

KAL -CHAKRA H indhu 

thought, time, regarded as one 

which destroys all beings, is 

not a linear but a cyclic phe-

nomenon. The course of time 

passes through Brahma's day 

i.e. time span of existence of 

universe and Brahma's night  -

- i.e. the time span that lapses 

before regeneration. This cycle 

of Utpatti, Layaðagain Ut-

patti, Laya is Kal-Chakra. 

The Yuga concept  

The concept of Yuga is unique 

to Hindhu astronomy. Kali, 

Dwapara, Treta and Krita yuga    

are the four fundamental 

yugas. Dwapara, Treta and 

Krita yuga have respectively 

2,3 4 times Kali yuga time 

span Kaliyuga 4,32,000 years.   
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